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among the best in the Area. The one great drawback of this soil is
its liability to flooding. A more productive, deeper soil, where good
yields can generally be obtained and on which most of the arable
area of the district is found, is the valley gravel. This occurs in well-
marked terraces in the Thames valley north of Oxford, between
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FIG. 26. Approximate Distribution of Soil Types in the Area.
Eynsham and Bampton, and near Clifton Hampden and Drayton St.
Leonard. The soil is less liable to suffer during droughts than most
of the soils in the Area. Above the level of the valley gravel and allu-
vium between Oxford, Bkdon, and Islip, and nearer to the river,
particularly in the parishes of Radley, Horspath, Wheatley, and
Denton, most of the land is cky. Cultivation is confined to the
lighter portions and elsewhere only rather poor grass is grown.
Most of the remainder of the soil in the Area is sandy. Between
Elsfield and Holton, at Sandford and Iffley, and between Cutrmor and
Frflford the coarse sands are easily worked but suffer, like most light